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FILE No. 7 ' L x 



British Legation, 

onro la, It oria, 
November ISth, 1924. 


Jir, 

fltji reference to your denpatoh " o,53 (2.191/3291/ 

40c) of September 1, t'l, i have the honour to report 
tliat diligent enquiries amongst both European's ;>.nd 
Liberians bare allotted very Uttle inforaation useful 
for determinin'; Viethor the nuibers of "Bif; Cxie■ eninj.ils 
killed j; r Liberia, is suc.i n.j to justify the apprehensions 
eaproaaed in the copy of a letter fro.) the Truateos of 
t!ie British 1 uaeu i. enclosed in your decpatch under 
reply. 


2, TJiO only large nuujmnlo found in Liberia 
bhat slight bo olmnlflod >.a “Big Chae "animals are. so 
f r an I oi infer .cd, Id us African elephant, the leopard, 
tile Afrlc J 1 buffalo, in Liberia generally ailed bualr- 
oov, and lie hippopotamus, In thie latter opooie. iii^t 
be iuclv.cod the pi guy hippopotamus by reason of his rare, 
ty* Liberia, according to such authorities as Huttilcofer 
and Sehmburgk, being tlie only place id.ore he in to be 
found. 


1* Cf those Ar* Is* sleph&nt, ewi: r 
no doubt U hi a valuable ivoiy tusk, is by f u tie mo, t 

hunted. .nquirlee ahov tliat during the past ten ye *ro 

Hie Majesty's Principal 

Seerotary of state 

for Foreign Affaire, 

Etc., etc,, etc., 

Foreign Office, 


London, S.V/,1 
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the numbers of tusks brought dev- to the coast i'rasi 
the interior, hun conux durably decreased* This 
circumstance would not, bowaver, justify the opinion 
that the elephmt is becoming m-rc In Liberia* On the 

> ■ C v 

contrary* it aould seen that the sc&rity of ivory cm 
the coast is duo to othe eausas# 

4* firstly» tJ*e restriction of the 
Importation of fire amt and oranmition into Liberia* 
art today more strictly enforced than fomr * 

Ilf toon or even ton yearn ago, xmorupulous luropear 
traders working in conjunction with equally unscrupu¬ 
lous taerico- l Iberian officials and so called civil! ed 
nativeo, enriched thenselvae, by the sale of guns and 
powder to the aboriginal tribe anon of the interior* 

Theso sales no doubt were followed by a reckless 
destruction of the larva mammala* especially elephants 
so that the supply of ivory on the coast became cheap 
and plentiful, ''hat, hoiftver, brought *l»out a change 
in t »: Observe: c»- jf tho above-mentioned restrictions 
wore the serious native risings that took place during 
the last decade, and caused the Liberian Government 
great trouble and expense# Todcy the restrlt tione in 
this r* S) eet arc m to rigidly enforced in the coast 
towns, as regards jiuro^sui traders, but against this 
must be montionedthe fact, that the mnber of fir** 
una left i.- the hands of the tribeaaen since the 
suppression of the insurrections are still sufficiently 
great to onablo th em to carry on profitable ivory 
hunting# Moreover, there are several Liberian traders 
vho* I rra creditably infor ed, are successful in cl*** 
eur.vcnting there regulations, by reason of their 

national! ty/ 
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nationality ^oiu then there aro the ano, the Gho , 
arid the Ja .;c*uli bribes %/a^ su^Jce their q m powder 
o^ sufficient strength to hurl a spear frosi out of d 
uho% gun and *uund an eleph jnt in such a *ruy that 
ho muouccmb* 

Secondly, ao a further result of these 
risings Hie Idrtrict Coauaclsuioueru administrate 
tlieir districts furthsr inland tiian formerly* 
they have in majqr eases contingents of the Liberian 
Frontier Porno at their cili osal* these coatinfvnts 
enable the Coenissioners to control to some extent 
tl q roods and patina, loading from the interior to the 
coast* TJicy iurtnor enable thou to practice the 
iniquitous habit of reii -ng the tribn&nen of the 
ivory dju o trier valuable products they may be bringin 
to the coast t such as nriive cloths, either by confis¬ 
cation or by purchase! compel line in return the accept* 
once of something valueless* Kot unnaturally, there¬ 
fore, ivory that came down from the Interior ten years 
i>r nora a^o, doe3 not longer find Its way the coast 
today* 


u* Whether in view of the foregoing, the 
ivory hunters are still capable or willing ^0 vi ?l the 
dangersof hunting the elephant with the 3ane vigour ■ '* 
they did some fifteen years ago, it in difficult to 
ascertain, in the absence ofa noro widely organised 
Government control of the hinterland* They ore indeed, 
aura to find a ready market for their ivory on the 
northern French Frontier, and on th no rt:v-western 


Slerm/ 
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Sierra Leone boundary t but against these ready tronoit 
ruirketj i amt be set off the long dictonoee seperating 


ilK-je uurkots from tlioir political aeabo nct j and ti -i 


fact Uut thqr Ouu neither pay for ivory the erase priceu« 
or offer at the same Ice prlca-.i t'te oou^ht-for European 

V* /? Hqf'i'i 

articles of utility^;** their •eonooto seaboard along 

tbs Liberian ooiot* 


7 * -= xt will b* mdtlly understood 


that it is quits i iv Bible to ascertain r.o* » or* in 



organised control of tho hiateilnnd, in the future t the 
rol *tira rate of natural increase of the elephant* and 
of ids destruction by hunters* Sonic of s4y infoi^iantu 


who have travelled extensively in Liberia* end in Other 
parts of Africa* both before and since L c war# ars of 
opinion that elephants are today not so numerous txu they 
formerly were, even as recently as three years r^o. 
Gthera assert that they have not noticed a decrease; 
but t^y informants are relatively few in number and while 
they r r.; doubt competent observers* ti e observations 
of a few men covering thousands of square riles would 
hardly Justify a definite vie*-, 

$* Fran their cabined st&ienento, 

I must however draw the inference tliat the rate of 
vies traction preponderatee ever that of natural increase 
in that part of Liberia which lies west of tti* dt# John* 
river* where European civilination has node greater e; 
strides t'^an in the eastern half, of which very little 



is known* 
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Sir 


I transmit to you herewith a c opy of a letter 
of the 12th ultimo from the British Museum (Natural 
History). 

2 . 1 have, on consideration, florae doubt whether 

the result desired could be obtained by approaching 
the foreign .-owere concerned in the manner suggested, 
with r request for returns. Seeing that in most of 
the colonial possessions of tnese powers the worst 
off*ndere are often the colon!a 1 off ic ia 1 e the.„se 1 v ee , 
it is to feared either that no returns would ,e 
made or that, if unde, the^ would oe so gravely mislead¬ 
ing as to be useless or worse. 

5. 1 therefore request you to Inform ue whether 

you are able to uaice ary suggestion which would assist 
the British lluseum {Natural History) in obtaining the 
information required, either by yourself endeavouri:*g 
to supply returns concerning tne country/ in which you 
reside, or suggesting any person or body who could oe 
ashed to do so; and to furnish any observations generally 
o n the usjact, w.lieh it of con s iderable importanco for 
the future well-being of the African continent. 


1 am, with great truth and regard 


Sir, 


Y our o o e c. i e nt 2 e rv a nt , 
(For the deer tary of Statej 




e l c * , 


etc -, 


etc. 







Copy. 

(L SMl/d?9l/40&). 


BhlTISH MbSnUM (HATUftAL HI $TQhY) § 


Cromwell Hoed, 

London, S • A • 

12th August, 1924• 

Six, 

I mm Instructed to inform you that the Trustees of 
the British Pussum are seriously concerned, from evldenoe 
which reaches them from time to time, with regard to the 
present rate of destruction of the native fauna of various 
parta of the world- much of this destruction la the 
inevitable result of the settlement of sresa previously 
unoccupied by civilised races. There la good reason to 
believe, however, that the extermination which la going on 
la partly unnecessary and preventable* 

2. The Trustees have specially in mind, at the moment, 
the destruction of the "Big 9am©* animals of Africa. thlle 
there ere doubtless many persons in tost Continent who 
deprecate unnecessary slaughter, it is unhappily true that 
others are perfectly reckless in the matter and appear not 


to realise in any way the obligation of the present generation 


to avoid the extoralnetion of species which might be of Interest 
to their successors * 

3* It ns a appeared to the Trustees that ©erne good might 
be done if returns could be supplied to the iiuseum, from time 
to time, of the number of Big Came animals which ere killed 
in various part* of Africa, with such Information aai may be 
available with regard to the present status of the rarer 
species- The study of these papers would enable the Trustees 
to obtain s better Idea of what is actually going on, and 
might place them in a position to make suggestions, from tints 


The Under Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 


to / 
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to time, In cases where act lea for the In*, pro? ©meat of the 
position might seem to be practicable» 

4. The ex pres ■ion "Big Oame 1 ’ may be taken to refer 
primarily to the large kamjrals whose cate gives rise to 
special anxiety, but it raay sell inalude the larger Birds, 
particularly wild Ostrichesi and it may further be pointed 
out that the interest the Trustees tske in questions of 
extermination is by nc means restricted to large an lima Is* 
rut among Mammals, one of the species about which Information 
le most desirable la the African alephant, which Is specially 
exposed to danger osinf to the attacks, often unscrupulous, 
of ivory-hunters* 

5* 1 am accordingly to enquire whether it would be 

possible for the secretary of State to make representations 
to 1 orsign - users having possessions in Africa, asking them 
for their co-operation with the British Museum in the attempt 
to collect information bearing on the problem of the conser¬ 
vation of the Fauna of Africa, and particularly of the larger 
animals* H©turns from the Bslglen, French and Portuguese 

colonies are specially desirable* 

6* A similar letter is being sent to the Colonial Office, 
ask ng for the assistance of that department in obtaining the 
necessary information iron the British Colonies end Dependencies 

I have, etc*, 


ligd.) S. F. dAhumt - 








